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Vessel of HOPE

W
e have just celebrated Easter Day – the Day of the Resurrection – and we find ourselves in the 
season of Easter – a time of hope renewed.  

As Archbishop Thabo indicated in his column, as Christians we are heirs to the Easter message that 
even death could not contain the Good News of God as revealed in our Lord Jesus Christ.  “And we are heirs to that Good 
News!  By our baptism we take up the ministry of Jesus in our churches and our communities – doing what we can to bring 
God’s kingdom of justice, peace and love into the world in which we live.”

Even our name keeps that message of God’s grace and hope before us – for we are HOPE Africa.  And as a social 
development agency, we are challenged to be agents of hope.  We use an acronym for HOPE – health, opportunity, 
partnership and employment – in our name, raising before us the areas of development which we strive to implement in 
working with others.

This issue of Sego sa Meetse offers you stories of hope from around our Province.  We often find ourselves overwhelmed 
by the challenges before us and it can be difficult really to see the ‘successes’ which are occurring – no matter how large 
or small.  In this issue we will take time and celebrate those ‘successes’ and the prayer, work and commitment that made 
them happen and which sustain them.  In this issue we are also challenged by the scourge of human trafficking and the 
probability that it will increase as we move closer to the 2010 World Cup.  But we can also be encouraged by the Stop 
Human Trafficking campaign which HOPE Africa is implementing with several partners – we will not stand idly by!

In thinking about hope and the call of Christians to remain hope-filled, I want to share with you a part of what the 
Episcopal Bishop of Haiti, Zaché Duracin, wrote in a letter almost two months after the devastating earthquake struck Haiti.  
The title of his message, written to the wider Episcopal Church and released on 5th March 2010, is “The earthquake has 
not destroyed our hope in the future.”

After describing the almost incomprehensible destruction and the dire conditions which still remain, he said, “we are still 
a strong Church and we will continue to work with you in partnership to be able to build up the Kingdom of God on earth 
through evangelism, education, health care and our development programmes.  We will work together to preach a holistic 
Gospel so that human beings may become more fully human in the face of God.”

What a statement of hope – hope in God, hope in others to continue to assist and hope in themselves – to build a new a 
church and a country ‘so that human beings can become more fully human in the face of God.’

With hope, peace and blessings

Canon Delene Mark ~ CEO – HOPE Africa 
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An Easter
Message 
of HOPE

It is crucial that the church must show leadership on making society realise that the issue of stigma is 
most dangerous in the fight against HIV and Aids. Given the often glib link between the Aids pandemic and 
issues of morality often emerging from the initial reaction of the church to the pandemic, it is the churches 
responsibility to educate their members and the nation as a whole that stigma is not welcome in the arsenal 
of dealing with Aids even in the faith community. There are many observers that have criticised the church 
rightfully so for fueling a sense of judgment, infamy and reproach in dealing with the epidemic – sadly they 
are right.  Besides the approach of the church to bury their head in the sand on issues for example about 
the use of condoms, the perpetuation of stigma ranks as the worst form of denialism by the church – that 
their own members in the millions are infected along with the rest of the population and unless this issue 
is addressed urgently the Church will be complicit in thousands of death emerging from its own ranks and 
it will not be seen as a safe space for people to face the harrowing experience of having to deal with the 
reality of being positive and having nowhere to turn.  Needless to say the church should understand the 
calling of the scripture on the issue of stigma and judgement – let he who is without sin cast the first stone. 

The over 5 million people who are infected in South Africa are God’s children and it would be wrong to 
ignore their plight. The church must instead answer the question of how they ensure that their treatment 
care and support is supported by the broader society as well as the faith community without the judgment 
that generates the stigma. The recent pronouncements by government in extending treatment to millions 
more, are heartening and will ensure that treatment is intensified in dealing with those already infected. The 
church should not just sit on the sidelines but must ensure that they encourage more people to know their 
status and underline the fact that for those who are positive, the church will be there to create a safe space 
for them to pursue the treatment regimes that are now made available by government. I believe that the 
new approach by government opens a new chapter in our common determination as a society to ensure that 
AIDS is no longer seen as a death sentence for any citizen.

This new determination will come to naught if people who are positive do not feel the safety especially in 
the faith communities – to come forward and be treated without fear of being ostracized. At HOPE AFRICA 
we believe that in order to give our people hope in the defeat of this epidemic, the clergy need to lead by 
example in a variety of fronts to help in avoiding the ugly consequences of stigma. Along with broader 
society we need to ask the question what responsibility are we taking to be part of the solution. How do 
we support child headed households in the vicinity of our churches that have become so because of the 
scourge of Aids?  The clergy in particular must not stand by but must come up with programmes that must 
help restore these shattered lives. A call for example to people of faith to adopt these households or where 
possible adopt orphaned children is something that cannot be left to chance by churches. Surely the church 
cannot turn a blind eye to these children who have been robbed of life by this pandemic? 

It is crucial that the clergy in the first place must know their own status and make it known where they 
are brave enough to do so. The fight against Aids in a parish or a diocese will take a new turn if the leader 
is able to show fearlessness.  I am sure there are many clergy out there who are themselves infected or 
affected. 

The church is involved in a lot of HIV/Aids work. But its voice has been largely muted in the national 
discourse that has shaped the country’s response to the epidemic. This is unacceptable and betrays the 
churches’ role as the conscience of society. When government was dragging its feet we did not hear a loud 
enough voice from the church offering counsel on a matter of this nature. Fighting stigma therefore is a good 
opportunity for the Church to play a constructive role in adding to the arsenal of defeating this monster.  

The Church must lead the fight against 
the stigma around HIV and AIDS 

Extracted from an article by Canon Delene Mark

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is 
not here, but has risen.  Remember how he told you . . .” 

(Luke 24:5)

These are the words we heard this Easter. This was the 
message delivered to the women on that first Easter morning 
when they came to bring spices to the tomb to anoint the body 
of Jesus.  They were in mourning and still in shock about all 
that had happened on that first Good Friday.  But when they 
heard the message of the two men in dazzling clothes and were 
reminded of what Jesus had said before his death, they left the 
tomb with incredible joy and hope.  They realised that death 
could not contain the Good News of God as revealed in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.                                                                        

And we are heirs to that Good News!  By our baptism we take 
up the ministry of Jesus in our churches and our communities – 
doing what we can to bring God’s kingdom of justice, peace and 
love into the world in which we live.

Many of our dioceses face varied challenges. The last Synod of 
Bishops heard of socio-political and economic challenges faced 
in the dioceses of Angola, Lesotho and Niassa (Mozambique) 
and we were informed by civil society of the harshness of their 
context.  Malaria, fear, hunger and unemployment and signs of 
global warming are evident.

Travelling with HOPE Africa to hospitals, townships and rural 
villages opened my eyes wider to see, and my ears wider to 
hear, and I was moved by those powerful contexts.

However, the Poverty and Development course does not only 
address these problems.   It also enables lay leaders, bishops 
and priests to understand their biblical mandate to act to 
alleviate these and other problems, not by themselves but in 
collaboration with their communities.  The course provides 
skills and confidence that enable communities to address food 
insecurity and, being rooted in best practice within development 
as Christians, to ‘speak truth to power.’ 

This is the Easter attitude and message – that no social ill is too 
huge to be overcome, including global hunger and disease.  God 
is with us, through the Holy Spirit, in Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.

Yours in the service of Christ

+Thabo 
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After reading the article about Archbishop Makgoba’s visit to Beauty in December 2009, a Diep River resident was 
deeply moved to offer Beauty a special gift. Mrs. Blackbeard, a resident in a retirement village, called HOPE Africa to offer 
her own sewing machine to Beauty to help with her lessons.

Mrs. Blackbeard was a sewing teacher for most of her working life, and even wrote her own training manual, which 
she’s donated to Beauty as well. Unfortunately, she suffered a stroke a few years back and has been unable to continue 
with her sewing. This particular sewing machine was Mrs. Blackbeard’s pride and joy, so it really is a special gift. She 

won the Husqvana sewing machine in a competition in 1975, and has since taught many 
people the tricks of the trade on it. Mrs. Blackbeard wished Beauty well and prayed that the 
group under her care will grow from strength to strength. She was so happy to know that her 
machine would continue to spread the gift of sewing.

Beauty and the women and children that she teaches were overjoyed to receive the 
donation, and promised that the machine and materials would be put to good use. Beauty 
also thanked God for answering her prayers and continue to trust that God will continue 
to bless her work and her pupils’ efforts. Beauty’s also grateful to the Archbishop and 
HOPE Africa for highlighting her plight and bringing hope to her humble sewing school in 
Khayelitsha.

During a recent visit to Beauty in February, HOPE Africa also donated soft toys and 
blankets crocheted by one of our regular supporters – Mrs. Summerville. The toys and 
blankets are gifts for the babies that Beauty cares for while their young mothers are still 
at school. A special thank you to Mrs. Blackbeard and Mrs. Summerville, and all of our 
supporters, who have generously taken Beauty’s plea for help to heart.

Rebecca Katunga is 47 years old and she’s been running her own business for two years now. As a nurse she used to sell bits and pieces for 
extra income, and started out crocheting plastic bags and hats. Rebecca attended night school to learn basic computer skills and finish her 
matric – one of the subjects that encouraged her in her dreams was business economics.

When a major store opened in Kraaifontein, she saw long queues of people buying goods – and an opportunity to open a take-away shop 
where people could quickly grab something to eat. Rebecca didn’t have money to start her own business but she took out a loan and bought 
catering equipment. As the shop gained popularity, Rebecca saw it change direction and shape. “People would ask for products I didn’t have. 
I’d write it down each time, and if I saw a clear demand then I would get few units to test the waters. I went from a take-away shop into selling 
basic family needs such as bread and milk.”

Rebecca took part in HOPE Africa’s Entrepreneurial Development training. she said it was an eye-opener for her, learning about bookkeeping 
and advertising.

Today, she runs the shop with her husband, employs two people and business is growing. Rebecca can’t believe she’s come this far, but it just 
goes to show what the right training, determination and a dream can create!

A Special Gift for BEAUTY

BUSINESS IS BOOMING

Poverty and Development Course
Turning theory into practice

Reverend Cedrick Buthelezi was trained on the Poverty and Development Course (PDC) when it was rolled out in the 
College of Transfiguration in 2005. He is currently based at St Paul’s parish in Nkwenkwe, Melmoth.

When Bishop Dino Gabriel called him in a meeting to discuss his move to St Paul’s Nkwenkwe, the bishop mandated 
him to revive social outreach projects at the parish among other things. 

“I remembered the lessons I learned from the Poverty and Development Course at the college and I applied the theory 
using all the material and resources from the course”, explained Rev. Buthelezi.  Rev. Buthelezi met with the parishioners; 
he helped with the drawing up of business plan and funding proposals. In 2007, St Paul’s Nkwenkwe registered 
Ukuphilakwethu as a Non Profit Organisation (NPO). It was Rev Buthelezi’s efforts that aided Ukuphilakwethu to receive 
a grant of R800 000 from Social Development Department in KwaZulu Natal.  

Ukuphilakwethu began the implementation of its programmes in 2008; and it currently has the following projects: soup 
kitchen, crèche, poultry, pottery, vegetable garden and a sewing project. Over 200 people benefit from all the above 
projects, the majority of them being women. There is a clear link between the work that Ukuphilakwethu does and 

poverty alleviation, argues Rev. Buthelezi. He explains that people that work in the projects do not have any skills and 
experience, but they are able to provide for their families with the little stipend they get for their hard work; and over 150 

beneficiaries irrespective of denomination affiliation receive at least one meal a day from our soup kitchen. 

Rev. Buthelezi is currently the Director of Ukuphilakwethu. He had the following to say about PDC:  “The course made me realise that the Church should not only 
spiritualise things but be practical when it comes to poverty. It taught me what poverty is and challenged me not to address poverty from the pulpit only, but to do what is called 
‘practice what you preach’. “

Revd Cedrick Buthelezi

Beauty and two training assitants

Beauty and kids who benefit from her sewing project
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This is the final call for all parishes across the Anglican Church of Southern Africa to submit their social outreach stories to stand a chance of winning R60 000. HOPE 
Africa, through these awards, seeks to strengthen the Anglican Churches’ social outreach ministry.  The organisation wants to give recognition and appreciation to 
parishes involved in outreach programmes that build bridges within their communities.  By recognising and awarding parishes, it not only encourages them but further 
seeks to highlight the developmental leadership role that the Church play in the development of communities, most notably impoverished ones. 

Parishes are encouraged to send all the stories of their social development work irrespective of how simple it might appear; the organisation wants to hear the impact 
you do in the lives of others in your respective communities. The good news is that the deadline has been extended to 31st May 2010. In case you thought your parish 
missed the deadline, you have just been presented with an opportunity to submit an entry for the awards.

Please note that stories will be evaluated based on creativity, innovativeness and social impact. Entries may be written in any language spoke in Southern Africa and 
should be typewritten. A single entry should not be more than 1000 words and provide pictures where possible. 
Parishes may submit entries in the following categories:

•	 Education	and	Training
•	 Children	and	OVC
•	 HIV	and	AIDS
•	 Agricultural	Projects
•	 Environmental	Sustainability
•	 Youth	Development
•	 Other

The entry should be submitted via email to hopeaward@hopeafrica.org.za , by post to Attention: HOPE Award, PO BOX 830 Cape Town 8000. 
Contact Maropeng Moholoa on 021 674 5111 for more information. 
Read the summarised stories of some of the runner ups from previous HOPE Africa Awards below and on page 5.

HOPE Africa Awards
FINAL CALL for HOPE Africa Awards Stories

Diocese of Mpumalanga
Parish of Sabie

Our progress from Prayer to Practice

The parish realised that if we wanted to see God’s blessings fall on our small town, we needed to 
start building bridges between our three distinct communities and physically start helping the most 
vulnerable members of our society. 

Famalies 4 Families
The programme creates awareness of poverty on our doorstep. The programme is also aimed at eliciting support from residents of Sabie for
vulnerable families in Simile and Harmony Hill. Sponsors assisted families with applying for documents and grants, paying school fees and uniforms, and food parcels. 

Masibambane Children’s project
This project initiated a feeding scheme for OVC’s funded by private donations, 
later the scheme was registered as Masiphakamisane Child Care which now 
feed over 400 Orphans and Vulnerable Children with breakfast and lunch daily. 

supporting siyanakakela Home Based Care
The parish provided an office in St Augustine’s ground, computer, printer, a 
table and other items.

Food
The parish gives food parcels to over 43 families every month. In collaboration 
with Sabie Spar and other denominations, the parish distributes 8-10 fill a bag 
per month to the dire need or emergency circumstance. 

special schooling
There is no special schooling in the Sabie area; as a result, the parish provides 
transport for three deaf children to attend Silindokhule Special School in Kwagane.

Transport
The parish provides service to transport the sick, initially using a donated car but 
currently using the parish car.

sitabogogo
Many elderly folk are caring for orphans on their meager pension. When a member 
of our congregation returned home to Vancouver, she set up a granny link programme 
with the parish of Sabie. Grannies-a-go-go-Canada, now a pen pal with and support 
the grannies of Simile community. The gogos have planted a vegetable garden in the 
Church grounds.

Project members doing bead work
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HOPE Africa Awards
Diocese of Swaziland, Ezulwini Parish

Diocese of Mthatha, 
 Holy Wisdom Parish, Butterworth

We, as an Anglican Church in the Diocese of Swaziland under the leadership of 
Bishop Meshack Mabuza have been touched by the growing number of 
orphans not only in our Church, but also in our immediate communities. 
We have been inspired by Rev. Omar Mavimbela who works tirelessly in 
reaching out to the immediate communities to see how we can help as the 
Church; this includes schools.

At Ezulwini parish, we have two kitchens where meals
are served everyday for school going children and those unable to attend 
school due to lack of funds. Some of the children’s
parents are terminally ill or single and therefore unable to provide for their 
children’s education. The number of children that benefit
from this programme is 317.
 
Rev. Mavimbela organises food from various people. She then got two ladies to 
cook meals. They are care takers. They use three legged pots to cook outside. 
There is shelter so that meals continue to be cooked even on rainy days. We 
have a parish nurse that visits our place four times a month. She helps with 
minor ailments; and with serious cases, she refers patients to hospital. The nurse 
also examines and counsel adults that are HIV positive.  Our wish is to have a 
clinic everyday so that other illnesses are diagnosed early.    

Mothers’ Union (MU) in the parish does home visit to the terminally ill and the elderly. M.U. clean the homes and they provide the elderly and the terminally 
ill with adult disposable napkins, basic first aid kits, rubber gloves, disinfectants and food parcels. The women in the Church meet once a week to exchange 
skills on sewing, knitting and cooking. Most of the women in the group are unemployed. 

Appalled by the terrible situation in our area, the parishioners led by the Archdeacon 
and the clergy decided to embark on a project called “SIKUKHATHALELE”, meaning 
we care about you, to address the following: high death rate linked to HIV and AIDS, 
poverty and escalating number of orphans and vulnerable children. 

HOME-BAsED CARE
This project has seen ±50 people trained as home-based care givers and peer 
counselors. This has been made possible by the support of Butterworth Hospital and 
Butterworth Counseling Centre.
The trained personnel reach out to homes of bedridden people and offer care and 
support. They also make referrals to hospital where and when it is necessary. They 
also visit the surrounding informal settlements where they organise soup kitchens.

GARDENING 
The project resulted from the need to provide the soup kitchens and orphanages with fresh vegetables. Besides supplying the above-mentioned 
areas, the garden also supplies fresh vegetables to the homes identified as needy especially those that are visited by people who do home-based care. The 
most beneficiary of this project is the child care centre that caters for orphans and street kids known as SIYAKHANA CHILD CARE CENTRE & ORPHANAGE. 
Some of the vegetables are sold to the public and the proceeds from such a process are used to buy groceries for the needy homes.

sEWING & BEADWORK
This project has seen eight members of Mother’s Union being trained as professional dressmakers and beadwork producers. They have produced lots of 
clothing and beadwork that has been sold in order to assist in financing the soup kitchens which benefits orphans and vulnerable children. Some proceeds 
have been used to upgrade the church inventory.

Children enjoying a meal at Ezulwini Parish

Holy Wisdom Rector and project members showing produce from 
their agricultural garden
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An International Faith communities’ partnership launched a “stop Human 
Trafficking” campaign on the 19th January 2010. The launch was attended by National 
Church Leaders who were meeting at their Fourth Consultation held in stellenbosch. 
The campaign is linked to 2010 World Cup soccer tournament in south Africa where 
it is expected that human trafficking will escalate. The campaign has received 
unanimous support from the Church Leaders.

Human trafficking, devious and exploitative by nature, takes advantage of the social 
challenges and human hardships caused by poverty, unemployment, inadequate 
education and political instability. Human trafficking also happens as a result of the 
degradation of moral fiber an exploitation of vulnerable groups.

The challenge of human trafficking is a global one. Many African countries are sources 
and transit countries for human trafficking; South Africa is a major destination country 
for its neighbouring countries. The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) 
indicates that each year at least 1,000 women are trafficked into South Africa from 
neighbouring countries for sexual exploitation. Human trafficking also occurs within 
South Africa as people are taken from one part of the country to another.

The “stop Human Trafficking” campaign in Southern Africa seeks to restore human 
dignity and uphold the sanctity of life through:

• Raise awareness and sensitise the public on the ills of human trafficking
• Build the capacity of religious institutions and leaders in countering 
  human trafficking
• Advocacy campaigns
• Facilitate support to victims of human trafficking through safe spaces

With the unanimous support that the campaign received during the consultation, 
church leaders were urged to makes use of various denominational interventions to 

counter human trafficking in the country and the region at large, and to familiarise 
themselves with issues around human trafficking. Church leaders at all levels were 
called to unite against the scourge of human trafficking.  The campaign will include the 
following in the coming months:

• Identify likeminded organisations that work against human trafficking in 
  Southern Africa
• Identify safe houses for victims of human trafficking and map out a support      
   programme to build their capacity
• Raise awareness of human trafficking through dissemination of more 
   information on the subject
• Ensure visibility of “Stop Human Trafficking” campaign during 2010 World 
  Cup Soccer tournament. 

The campaign is implemented by the Anglican Church of Southern Africa through 
HOPE Africa, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA) and Churches 
United Against HIV and AIDS in Eastern and Southern Africa (CUAHA), together with 
the Helsinki Deaconess Institute (HDI) from Finland. The campaign is funded by the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland.

The stop Human Trafficking Campaign – “Hlompa Motho”, being implemented 
by the Anglican Church of Southern Africa in partnership with ELCSA, HDI, CUAHA 
and funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is rapidly gaining momentum 
throughout South Africa. This was evident with the high level of attendance at a 
stakeholder consultation on the campaign that took place on the 22nd February 2010 
in Boksburg. The consultation was graced by the Deputy Minister of Home Affairs 
Department, Malusi Gigaba, who delivered the keynote address. Representatives 
from various faith groups, religious organisations, NGO’s, Film and Publication 
Board (FBP) and other government agencies were also among the audience.  

The National Department of Home Affairs, through Deputy Minister Malusi Gigaba, 
welcomed the initiative of actively advocating against Human Trafficking by all role 
players involved in the Stop Human Trafficking Campaign. The Deputy Minister 
acknowledged that South Africa currently does not have legislation that exclusively 
addresses all aspects relating to Human Trafficking; however, he informed 
consultation representatives that the process is at an advanced stage to introduce 
a Bill in parliament that will address Human Trafficking. “We do not anticipate that 
we will be able to conclude the legislative process before the FIFA Soccer World 
Cup (SWC) in June this year”, said Gigaba. He emphasised that South Africa is not 
immune to cases of human trafficking within the country. He urged the consultation 
delegates to remain mindful of internal human trafficking from rural to urban areas 
and across cities.     

Speaking on behalf of the steering committee of the Stop Human Trafficking 
Campaign, Bishop Jo Seoka, Anglican Bishop of Pretoria, noted with joy the 
government’s commitment to fulfilling its obligations to the International Community 
to legislate against, combat and respond to human trafficking and to provide support 
to victims of human trafficking.  

“Our reading of the situation is that there is a growing concern that human 
trafficking is and will be escalated with the run up to and during the FIFA 2010 
World Cup Soccer tournament”, said Bishop Seoka while addressing the delegates 
at the consultation. In its efforts to mitigate the scourge of Human Trafficking in 
Southern Africa, the Stop Human Trafficking Campaign aims to train 300 key 
community activists in South Africa and Namibia with the skills to raise awareness 

about human trafficking. The community activists will also be trained on launching 
local prevention campaigns. Bishop Seoka called for unity amongst government 
departments and their agencies, religious organisations and other civil society 
groups in mitigating human trafficking.   

In addition to the campaign objectives, the consultation emerged with the following 
resolutions:

Advocacy by leadership and parishes – the consultation firmly believe that public 
consultations are crucial to the Stop Human Trafficking Campaign. The delegates 
further noted that there are multiple campaigns initiated by various stakeholders and 
resolved that there must be a concerted effort to coordinate these. The consultation 
further resolved that Church leaders, congregants and the wider community will be 
sensitised around issues of human trafficking; and other agencies such as media 
will be engaged, especially community radio stations for advocacy purposes.    

shelter and care for victims – the emphasis will be placed in understanding 
the nature of the trauma that the victims were exposed to, that will then inform 
the appropriate support and care the victim requires. Caregivers for victims will 
be trained on care and support approaches in relation to human trafficking. The 
Victims Charter which outlines the rights of victims will be made available to safe 
houses, churches and communities. The campaign will create a toolkit that will 
assist victims to express themselves and enable effective communication between 
support services and victims. 

safe houses – the focus will be the registration and monitoring of all safe houses 
with the Department of Social Service; and for Churches to adopt or open safe 
houses/ shelters. Some of the identified needs for safe houses include volunteers, 
fundraising and skills development. 

Linking safe houses with government and organisations that work with tracing 
families of victim. There is a need to open a central office that will assist with 
referrals to safe houses, the location of safe houses should not be disclosed or made 
public as it may compromise the security of victim. The faith community should be 
afforded an opportunity to make inputs on legislation on Human Trafficking.      

Religious Leaders unite 
against Human Trafficking

The Stop Human Trafficking Campaign

Bishop Jo Seoka, Ms Birgitta Rantakari and Bishop Ndanganeni Phaswana 
(Steering Committee Members of the Campaign) at the launch
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The increasing numbers of AIDS related illnesses, deaths, orphans and the 
high rate of unemployment in the Queenstown and Aliwal North Archdeaconries 
prompted the Diocese of Grahamstown to introduce measures to mitigate the 
ravages of HIV pandemic and unemployment. Tshwaranang Resource Centre 
was established to address these issues. The centre was mandated to assist 
communities with skills to build sustainable responses to HIV/AIDS and educate 
youth on computer skills. 

Through the visionary leadership of the then sufragan Bishop, now the 
Archbishop of Cape Town, The Most Rev. Thabo Makgoba, Tshwaranang has been 
able to continue delivering on its mandate. With the birth of Ukhahlamba Diocese, 
the centre is now the sole development programme of the new Diocese.

WHERE Is TsHWARANANG?
Tshwaranang Resource Centre is situated within the  premises of St Michael and 
All Angels Anglican Church, 17 Robinson Road, Queenstown, Eastern Cape,  South 
Africa.

PRIMARY	MANDATE
Strengthening community skills in building sustainable responses to HIV/AIDS.
Strengthening community and family support for orphans and vulnerable children. 
Contribution towards eradication of poverty and malnutrition.
Provide employment based – Computer Skills training for marginalised youth and 
rural woman.
Promote the culture of learning among youth and encourage life long learning.

OUR MIssION 
To facilitate and support local responses to community needs in support of HIV/
AIDS, Poverty, Gender based violence and skills development through education 
and training and human rights advocacy.

WHO MAKEs IT HAPPEN
The main centre is managed by six staff members and the satellite office is 
administered by two staff members.

PROGRAMMEs
The centre is charged with the running of four programmes namely HIV/AIDS and 
Orphans and Vulnerable Children, Computer skills training Paralegal and Food 
Security.

PROGRAMMEs FOCAL AREAs

HIV/AIDs and OVC
Persuading individuals and targeted groups to change their  behavioural patterns 
by providing relevant and researched information on HIV/AIDS.
Prevention of new infections by equipping youth and rural women with skills to 
understand their life choices and set up peer support system.
Strengthening of community and family support for children orphaned and rendered 
vulnerable by HIV/AIDS pandemic.

COMPUTER sKILLs TRAINING 
Provide previously marginalised youth and rural women with employment based 
computer skills.
Promote the culture of learning among youth and life long learning.

PARALEGAL PROGRAMME
Contribution towards a just society which recognises and respects human rights. 
Lobby for improved government services offered to the communities.
Represent community members before state officials and other bodies

FOOD	SECURITY
Contribute towards eradication of hunger, malnutrition and households food 
security.
Capacitate project participants with agricultural skills.

CHALLENGEs AHEAD As TsHWARANANG BECOMEs THE 
ONLY	DEVELOPMENT	PROGRAMME	IN	THE	DIOCESE	OF	
UKHAHLAMBA

• Area of operation has been extended and that means additional resources are 
needed in terms of human capital and finances.
• Training of community volunteers from the newly acquired areas.
• Accommodation to put up satellite office in Aliwal North which will serve four 
Rural Towns namley Burgersdorp, Dordretch, Molteno and Indwe.
• Adequate compensation for trained care workers in order to retain their 
services.
• Effective monitoring and evaluation of the programmes will not be possible 
without motor vehicles.

Tshwaranang Resource Centre
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Upcoming Events...

The Miracle of Movement...

ERD visits South Africa

Help from abroad...

Luvo was born with a brain defect, which affected his development and, without a wheelchair, meant 
that he always had to be carried around on someone’s back.

Thanks to the generosity and kindness of our friends and donors, and The Coyote Foundation in particular, 
Tshwaranang Resource Centre was able to buy 20 wheelchairs for people in need like Luvo.

Luvo’s grandmother wrote to us to say a special thank you to everyone who contributed to this miracle 
in their lives:

“Thank you for coming to my rescue. Words are not enough to describe how the wheelchair is going the 
change the life of my grandchild and I. I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the donors, and say that 
they have fulfilled my greatest wish.”

Thanks to his new wheelchair, Luvo can attend a special school and has the freedom of movement to get 
around.

These 20 wheelchairs are a blessing in the lives of people like Luvo, because without mobility, they end 
up leading isolated lives. Thank you for giving them a better life and a better future!

In October of 2009, Emily Beal, a Young Adult Service Corporations member from the 
Episcopal diocese of Massachusetts in the United States, moved to Cape Town to volunteer her 
services at HOPE Africa. During her time here, Emily has been based at Good Shepherd Church 
in Grassy Park, where she has been working with the youth group. Emily has since moved to 
Somerset West where she is now based in the False Bay Diocesan Office. 

With HOPE Africa’s support, Emily has been working on the Holiday Club for children during the 
World Cup. Through these youth and children friendly programmes, the Church will be in a good 
position to play a pivotal role in ensuring that school going children are safe, from any threat, 
while their parents and guardians are at work. Our Church halls will be used for these activities.

In correlation with Scripture Union, The Ultimate Goal, Peninsula School Feeding Association 
and the Stop Human Trafficking Campaign, HOPE Africa is hoping that these programmes will 
create a safe-haven for children during the World Cup. Emily will be volunteering her services in 
the Diocese of False Bay until October 2010. 

On saturday, February 6th, a group of board members and staff from Episcopal 
Relief and Development (ERD) in the United States arrived in Cape Town, to meet 
with HOPE Africa, to learn more about South Africa and to visit partner sites. The 
group spent the first couple of days in board meetings and site seeing in Cape Town. 

During the board meetings, Delene Mark, HOPE Africa CEO, presented an overview 

of HOPE Africa’s programmes and its mission. Sabelo Mashwama, Anglican Aids 
and Health Care Trust CEO, shared information on how HIV and AIDS has affected 
Southern Africa and how the Anglican Church is and can be involved. Sithole Mbanga 
from South African Cities Network, discussed with the group the rising population in 
urban areas and ways the Anglican Church can be involved in “green” energy for the 
future, among other topics. 

On Thursday, February 11th, the group left for Queenstown in the Eastern Cape of 
South Africa, to observe the Tshwaranang Resources centre sites that are supported 
by both ERD and HOPE Africa. 

Tswaranang has a number of different projects, including: home based care, orphans 
and vulnerable children, food security, job training, HIV and AIDS care and advocacy, 
and computer literacy. On the day, the group was divided into smaller groups and 
was able to visit many of the different sites, including: homes of people who are 
receiving home based care, after school programs, schools, community gardens and 
much more. 

Tshwaranang is a Sesotho word, meaning, “hold each other” or “joining hands”. 
Tshwaranang is a living faith; holding and supporting those who are suffering, as Christ 
did.  Tshwaranang is also the bonds we make with one another as a human family; 
it is the bond between HOPE Africa and ERD and their bond with the Tshwaranang 
Resource Center. 

Social	Development	consolation	(Diocese	of	Zululand)...................MAY	

Poverty and Development Course – College of Transfiguration ......MAY

Training	of	Human	Trafficking	300	activists........................................	APRIL/MAY

Luvo on his new wheelchair

ERD visitors help dish food for school kids supported by Tshwaranang

Bishop Mervyn Castle and Emily Beal
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