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hroughout history, Christians have had different opinions about the role of the church in society. There is a strong
belief from some Christians that the church is not responsible for being involved in social development towards poverty
eradication; instead it is believed that the churches main calling is to bring all human beings into salvation with God. For
others, involvement in society and all its issues is the primary task of the Church. It is believed that an integral part of the mission
of the church is to transform structures that do not ensure justice for all and to create just social, economic and political conditions
even through violence and revolution, if necessary.
HOPE Africa, as an institution of the Anglican Church, believes that the mission of the church is holistic and involves all areas
of life, so Christians are called to be involved in both of the abovementioned areas. Proclaiming the good news of God’s Kingdom,
cannot be separated from responding to human need and seeking justice and equity in society.
HOPE Africa is therefore an initiative of the Anglican Church to be involved in “holistic community development” which refers
to the comprehensive effort to improve the quality and standard of life of a whole community. The state, the private sector and
the Church are all partners in this effort, but each according to its own mission and mandate.
A popular international columnist Kerby Anderson asserts in a well circulated paper about the Church and Poverty, that while
government should not have to shoulder the entire responsibility for caring for the poor, it must take seriously the statements in
Leviticus and Proverbs about defending the poor and fighting oppression. In the eyes of the church then, we understand that the
government has a God-given responsibility to defend the poor from injustice. It is the role of the church to continuously advocate
that justice for the poor is constantly on the agenda and list of priorities of government.
The poverty hearings, held in South Africa, and the social development interventions covered in this newsletter highlight the
challenges on government to ensure the effective implementation of programmes based on the policies and laws that safeguard
and protect the poor and disadvantaged in society. Anderson asserts that ‘these laws should have significant penalties and be
rigorously enforced so that the poor are not exploited and defrauded’. Second, government must provide a legal system that
allows for the redress of grievances where plaintiffs can bring their case to court for settlement.
Kerby Anderson goes on to argue that the church has the potential to offer some unique solutions to poverty. Yet ever since
the depression of the 1930s and the rise of the Great Society programs in the 1960s, the church has tended to lose clarity in its
role as a partner in development. There are times when the churches are merely service providers of governments, offering little
challenge or critique and in the most extreme scenarios, the churches seem to have abdicated its responsibility toward the poor
to the government.
We are drawn to the New Testament; the church had a role in helping to meet the needs of the poor. In 1 Corinthians 16, Paul
talks about a collection that was sent from the churches to the Jerusalem believers. We also find many scriptural admonitions
calling for Christians to distribute their resources to others compassionately (2 Cor. 9:7; 1 Tim. 5:9-10; 6:18; James 1:27).
Therefore what do the developments in 2008 teach us but to indicate that we need a multi sector approach to alleviating
poverty. Both the government and the church should be involved in helping the poor, as well as other organs of civil society and
the private sector. Ideally, we believe that the church should be taking a lead in this regard. Unfortunately, it seems that the
churches are not exercising the full extent of their mission in society while governments seem to be involved very much in poverty
relief work, but not with very good results, as shown in the poverty hearing report.
I agree with Kerby’s suggestions that the church, through its call by God to mission that is holistic and all encompassing is
then the ideal institution to address the challenges of poverty in society. The churches mission reaches out to the whole person
covering the physical, spiritual and emotional well being of people and communities. Most secular social programs do not place
much emphasis on these needs and thus miss an important element in the solution to poverty.’
We at HOPE Africa look forward to closely building partnerships within civil society and with government and the private sector
that seek a collaborative effort to tackle poverty as one of the biggest crisis to face the modern society.
We wish you all a God’s peace and blessings in this New Year, with good health and happiness in your families and prosperity
and stability in your communities.

Delene Mark

Delene is CEO of Hope Africa.
This article is based on a paper by Kerby Anerson well known international commentator on various social development matters.
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Archbishop’s
reflections
on the

Lambeth

Conference

The Lambeth conference is a meeting of all Bishops in
the World Wide Anglican Communion. They meet once
every 10 years.
This conference has taken on a new form – the form
of indaba – based upon an African ideal of purposeful
discussion on the common concerns of our shared
life. It is a process and a method of engagement as we
listen to one another. An indaba acknowledges first and
foremost that there are issues that need to be addressed
effectively to foster ongoing communal living. It enables
every bishop to engage and speak his or her mind and
not to privilege the articulate or the powerful.
The Indaba groups became places of deep trust, even
as we exchanged very divided opinions and sharp
disagreements – but we learnt we could be honest, and
held in love and trust by one another. Some people were
afraid the Indaba approach was a tactic for avoiding
difficult questions. But the reverse was true. We created
a safe space where everyone could have their say.
We could peel the layers off the onions, so to speak,
getting beneath the surface, and grappling with what
really mattered. Some members of the Episcopal Church
in the United States in my indaba group, for example,
discovered how ignorant they were of the situations
in other parts of the world, and of how their actions
affected the lives of Bishops and ordinary Christians far
away. Other Bishops came to realise that the accounts
of the American church that are beamed round the world
on television and internet, are often not accurate, and
certainly don’t tell the whole story.
What we concluded was this. We do have big
differences, and we don’t easily know how to deal with
them – but, more than this, we all belong to Jesus Christ,
and therefore we belong to each other, and we must, we
must, keep on debating and discussing, in mutual care,
respect and trust. As several bishops said, the indaba
must go on! Of course, it will not be easy. Some bishops
stayed away, and we were diminished by their absence.
Their perspective would have enriched our sharing, and
challenged us more sharply over our disagreements,
forcing us to draw even more deeply on the reserves of
our common life in Christ.
But our conclusion was – as we said in the Reflections
document that recorded our discussions – that we
should now ‘build bridges, to look for opportunities
to share with them the experience we have had in
Canterbury and to find ways of moving forward together
in our witness to the Lord Jesus Christ,’ and that in the
interim, the recommendations of the Windsor report
must be upheld – that is, moratoria on the consecration
of actively homosexual bishops, on formal rites of
blessing for same sex unions, and on bishops and
archbishops trespassing into dioceses and provinces
not their own.

God bless,
++Thabo
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Walk of Witness by Anglican Bishops against
Global Poverty
Anglican bishops and their spouses demonstrated on July 24 in support of poverty reduction worldwide,
walking in purple cassocks and native dress past symbols of British power such as the Houses of Parliament
and the prime minister’s residence at Downing Street.
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams and other Christian and interfaith leaders were at the head of the
march, walking behind a banner reading “Keep the Promise/ Halve Poverty by 2015,” references to one of
the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals for global progress.
The one-hour march, which created a river of violet down Whitehall Road, ended at Williams’ residence,
Lambeth Palace, across the River Thames from the seat of Great Britain’s government.
Prime Minister Gordon Brown, speaking to the bishops at Lambeth, called the march “one of the greatest
demonstrations of faith this great city has ever seen.”
Brown said wealthier nations are not moving fast enough to meet the development goals. “At our current
rates of progress,” they will not be met by 2015 deadline set in the MDGs. Some, he said, will not be met for
100 years if the rate of progress is not increased.
“I say to you that the poor of the world have been patient but 100 years is too long for people to wait for
justice and that is why we must act now. We know that with the technology we have, the medicine we have,
the science we have, it is the will to act that must be found,” he said.
Williams noted that “unless we address this great gulf between human beings, we cannot expect a future
of stability or welfare. As the world grows smaller, the truth is that the suffering and the needs of anyone
in our global community is going to be the suffering and needs of everyone in our global community. This is
not and should not be a surprise to those of us who hold the Christian faith and who have believed for 2,000
years that when one part of the body suffers, all suffer.”
Flanked by Christian and other faith leaders including Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, Rabbi Sir Jonathan
Sacks and Sir Iqbal Sacranie, representing Islam, Williams said that the goal must be “to give to each
person what they deserve in the eyes of God, not what they deserve because of their prosperity but what
they deserve because they are made in God’s image and demand our respect, our love and our service
without qualification -- that is justice.”
Brown asked the crowd to join him in asking their governments to commit to three goals. The first is that by
2010, 40 million more children would be in school “on the road to every child being in schooling by 2015.”
The second pledge would be to train medical workers and provide them with the equipment “to eradicate
polio, tuberculosis, malaria and diphtheria, then go on to eliminate HIV/AIDS in our generation.”
The third is to allocate $20 billion in food aid “and not for only food aid but to give people the means -- free
of the old agricultural protectionism -- to grow food themselves with help from our countries to develop a
green revolution in Africa.”
Speaking after Brown, Hellen Wangusa, the Anglican Observer at the UN, said that she would bring word of
the Walk of Witness to the UN meeting.
The march was organized in partnership with Christian social justice advocacy group Micah Challenge UK.
Board member Paul Cook said the organization hopes to see “a roadmap” and a “global action plan” for
getting back on track with the development goals’ timeline.
The late Bishop David Beetge of the Diocese of Highveld said the development goals have a high profile in
his area. “On HIV/AIDS, we’ve got 73 projects going: orphans and vulnerable children, early developmental
childhood centers, reflecting on gender issues. We are trying to embrace the MDGs although there are eight
different ones in a very holistic way to bring about a humanity and compassionate society which reflects the
very heart of Christ.”
[By Solange De Santis, Pat McCaughan and Mary Frances Schjonberg, July, 2008]

Comprehensive Social Security Reform and the Child Support Grant Campaign

In October 2008 leaders of the South African Council of Churches
(SACC), together with Black Sash, HOPE AFRICA and Studies in
Poverty and Inequality Institute (SPII), met to debate comprehensive
social security reform to continue the deliberations on the
comprehensive social security reform proposals. The meeting was
specifically to discuss a faith response to issues of social security
and social protection that would affirm principles of solidarity,
social inclusion, equality, redistribution, dignity and life.
Social security is a constitutional right in South Africa, and
furthermore is one of the sharpest social policy tools able to address
the unsustainably high levels of poverty and inequality that continues
to persist in South Africa. Such inequality and poverty deepened after
1994, despite government’s claims that its macroeconomic policies –
policies that have attracted praised from business - are sound.
Steven Moolman, Director at the Marsh Memorial Home, who
hosted this important think-tank event, noted that the “size and scope
of working towards a truly comprehensive social security system
remains a huge challenge.” It became apparent that the realisation
of these proposals required a coherent partnership between
government; civil society; labour and business that will ensure that
human rights can be made real for all.
The Director of the South African Council of Churches (SACC)
Parliamentary Office, Rev. Keith Vermeulen, told the participants that
the “alignment of our Constitutional requirements with principles of
faith - namely the care and nurturing of children; protection for the
vulnerable, marginalised and poor, are areas for ongoing engagement,
demand the building of human and social relationships that affirms
the dignity and respect for all people.”
The participants welcomed the commitment by the administration to
proceed to make policy in an inclusive and participatory way, and all
the participants look forward to dialogue with the broader faith based
sectors, government, business and labour on the non-negotiable key
principles that should inform social security reforms.
Furthermore, participants agreed on the principle that social
protection is integral to any sustainable developmental state, and
that economic and human development cannot succeed in isolation
from each other. In addition, the particular dynamics of how youth
unemployment, poverty and exclusion impact on the transition from
youth to adulthood, and social and labour force reproduction needs
to be recognised.
The broader context is equally critical – globally big businesses are
being bailed out by governments such as the EU and US Congress. Of
great concern, however, is the resultant neglect of the poor, whose
lives may even be worsened by these actions. When is government
ever going to bail out the poor who disproportionately suffer from
increased interest rates, food and fuel prices and joblessness, leading
to further impoverishment of working and vulnerable families?
Participants spoke in particular of the highly destructive levels
of poverty, hunger and marginalisation that are witnessed in daily
pastoral work.
The conference ended with a resounding call on civil society,
business, labour and government to recognise the critical potential
that comprehensive social protection could have on transforming our
society, reducing inequality and destitution in South Africa. Therefore,
the participants call on all sectors to collectively campaign for the
introduction of a comprehensive social protection system, and

specifically to:
•

•
•
•
•

Extend the Child Support Grant to 18 – and specifically to
support the petition calling for the extension of the Child
Support Grant that was handed to Parliament in
October 2008
Universalise the state old age pension by abolishing the
means test.
Engage with youth structures regarding specific policies to
advance youth inclusion in the mainstream society
and economy.
Provide income support to working age people who have
no access to decent jobs.
Develop labour market activation strategies aligning
education, skills training and industrial policies to
ensure access to the right training and job education 		
required for appropriate growth of the labour market and
economy in an integrated and sustainable manner.

This Campaign for realisation of a comprehensive social security
system should be driven by a new White Paper process to replace
the 1996-7 White Paper on Welfare.

Joint statement by SACC, HOPE Africa, SPII and Blacksash

ACSA Representative
at IAWN

The Archbishop of Cape Town and head of the Anglican Church of Southern
Africa (ACSA), Thabo Makgoba, has appointed Pumla Titus from the Diocese
of Mthatha as the ACSA Link to the International Anglican Women’s Network
(IAWN). The Women’s network is an Anglican Communion organization
through which the voices of Anglican women would be reported to the
Anglican Consultative Council. All links will be meeting in New York, USA
from 22 – 28 February later this year. The main focus of IAWN is to promote
the Beijing Platform for Action and the Millennium Development Goals.
The IAWN links also received a special invitation to the 53rd United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW) conference through the
United Nations Anglican Observer’s office. The theme for this session will
be: The sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including
care-giving in the context of HIV and AIDS.
Ms Pumla Titus views this appointment as honour and has said that she
will be reminded at all times that she needs to be aware of the change
agents as well as the challenges in society facing women in all six
countries represented in ACSA. She added that the major challenge is that
many resolutions are taken at Anglican Consultative Council level but the
Province is faced with resourcing the vehicles that will seek to monitor the
implementation of these resolutions. She has asked this question “Have you
heard about Anglican Consultative Council resolution 13/31 (ACC 13/31)?”
But despite the challenges she is positive that she will be able to contribute
to the spiritual and physical well-being of women.
Pumla Titus is the Deputy President of the Provincial Anglican Women’s
Fellowship as well as a Board member at HOPE Africa.
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Millennium Development Goal #2
Achieve Universal Primary Education

Millennium Development Goal #1
Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

“Jesus said to them, ‘Let the little
children come to me; do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the Kingdom
of God belongs.” - Mark 10:14

“I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”
- Matthew 25:31-46

RESOURCE LINKS //
www.hopeafrica.org.za
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.e4gr.org/mdgs/fast_facts.html
http://www.one.org/international/
http://www.standagainstpoverty.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/32862_60507_ENG_HTM.htm?menu=menu78201
http://www.anglicanaids.org.za/about.asp

Millennium Development Goal #3
Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.” -Galatians 3:28
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Millennium Development Goal #4
Reduce Child Mortality
“Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in
Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children; she
refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.” - Jeremiah 31:15

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

MDG

Millennium Development Goal #6
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
diseases

Millennium Development Goal #5
Improve Maternal Health
“Then Jesus said to the disciple, ‘Here
is your mother.’ And from that hour the
disciple took her into his own home.”
- John 19:27

“Jesus went throughout Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people.”
- Matthew 4:23

BEYOND THE MGD’s,
the Church added:
Goal # 9
Strengthening peace and justice initiatives in areas of
conflict and human displacement
~ Deuteronomy 26:11

Goal # 10
Protecting children’s rights and preserving young lives
~ Mark 10: 14

Millennium Development Goal #7
Ensure Environmental
Sustainability
“After this, when Jesus knew that
all was now finished, he said (in
order to fulfil the scripture),
‘I thirst.’” -John 19:28

Millennium Development Goal #8
Create a Global Partnership for Development
“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.” - John 12:32
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2008 HIGHLIGHTS
10th Anniversary National POVERTY HEARINGS
“A country works well when people talk and work together. On poverty
there is no effective dialogue. Everyone does their own thing. The
relationship of those in positions of power, such as lawyers, civil servants,
elected representatives, with the poor must be changed and made
more equal”. African Monitor

sufficient evidence about the vision, ingenuity and the innovation of people
who survive against all odds. It was clear, however, that resourcefulness
is not enough. One of key messages to come out was the need for those
living in poverty to be empowered and capacitated in a way that enables
them to fend for themselves and reduce reliance on handouts.

African Monitor, an organisation that was founded and led by the former
Archbishop of Cape Town Njongonkulu Ndungane, partnered with HOPE
Africa and other civil society organisations in planning and implementing
the 10th Anniversary National Poverty Hearings that took place between
August and September 2008 in all 9 provinces of South Africa.
These Poverty Hearings were a platform for all South Africans, young
and old, poor and rich, across racial divisions, to speak out against
poverty. It was through these hearings that people got a chance to raise
their concerns and frustrations regarding poor service delivery, rising
unemployment, crime, escalating food prices and all the other social ills
that are directly or indirectly linked to poverty.

HOPE Africa, led by Nomzamo Landingwe, has played a pivotal role in
ensuring that the hearing in the Western Cape proceeded in a dignified and
humble manner; sufficient opportunity was provided for the experiences
of each individual present to be heard. She also assisted in the Eastern
Cape hearings that took place in Alice. In addition, Maropeng Moholoa
generally assisted in hearings that took place in Limpopo, Western Cape
and KwaZulu Natal. “This has been traumatic yet interesting experience
for me; I can’t forget a woman from KZN who shared with the group I
facilitated that her siblings eat cow dung out of desperation, while her
infants were fed water mixed with sugar for days”, Maropeng said.

The 2008 Hearings were a follow up of the poverty hearings that took
place in 1998 in which Archbishop Ndungane was a commissioner and
was able to attend all 9 hearings at the time. The intention was to go back
to the people and find out what has changed, what has not and what their
views are, ten years on. The majority of those attracted to the hearings
were community members living in poverty, from urban and rural areas.
In addition, government officials, community officials, leaders of faith
communities were invited to attend.
During each public hearing, commissioners presided over the
proceeding. Their task was to listen carefully to the testimonies given by
community members, and ensure that these testimonies and key issues
raised are presented to duty bearers and government representatives.
What emerged was overwhelming evidence that poverty is about an
ongoing struggle with starvation, lack of access to shelter, services, an
income and jobs. The testimonies from community members also provided

Global FoodBanking Network – South Africa
The Global FoodBanking Network (GFN) has engaged a number
of relevant stakeholders in an effort to assist with the establishment of a
food banking system to support the thousands of feeding programmes that
already exist throughout South Africa and to help develop new programmes
where they are needed.
The assessment of the current operations of these programmes suggests
that tens of thousands of committed and caring people are regularly
generating resources to buy much of the needed food to provide meals
for vulnerable population (children, the elderly, and those infected and
affected by HIV/ Aids pandemic, etc).
The vision that guides the work of Global Foodbanking Network in
South Africa is one of a national food banking system with at least four
regional food banks by 2010. Significant interest and momentum has been
generated, and as a result, it fueled the efforts in 2008 to develop a national
plan of action for addressing hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity in
South Africa.
The role players in this initiative have been local business/Corporate
sector, the NGO sector, government representatives, the Faith Sector,
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donors, with the Global FoodBanking Network [USA] playing a pivotal role
in bringing all the stakeholders together and facilitating the processes.
This process saw forums being established at National and Regional
levels to begin the identification and assessment of required resources and
infrastructure for a viable food banking system conducive for South African
environment. As a result, community forums in Johannesburg, Cape Town,
Port Elizabeth and Durban and a South African Forum on Food Security
[National Forum] Work were initiated during September 2007.
The official name for this initiative is Community Foodbank Network –
South Africa for the national forum, this could be abbreviated to “CFN”;
and each participating Community Foodbank would refer to themselves
as follows: Cape Town Community Foodbank, KZN Community Foodbank,
Eastern Cape Community Foodbank and Johannesburg Community
Foodbank.
HOPE Africa serves as a representative for the Anglican Church of
Southern Africa (ACSA) on the Cape Town Forum and would like to
encourage additional representatives to contact us if willing to serve on
one of the local forums mentioned above.

2008 HIGHLIGHTS
Diocese of SWAZILAND
Ezulwini Parish Care
Giving Programme

Redes que
salvam Vidas

It’s been five years since Ezulwini parish in the diocese of Swaziland started with its care giving
programme, and it has grown from strength to strength. The parish, led by Rev Orma Mavimbela,
committed itself to reaching out to surrounding communities in various ways. Poverty, HIV and AIDS,
and unemployment together with other social ills have crippled these communities.
Ezulwini parish currently has two feeding kitchens where they cater for over 170 children daily on
weekdays. Some of the children benefiting from this project attend school while others are unable to
attend because their parents are terminally ill or the children are orphans. These children are being fed
a nutritious meal which includes mealie meal, samp and vegetables.
The parish’s plans to start a food garden to cultivate and plough vegetable for the feeding kitchens
are currently underway. Land has been provided and the youth of the parish dug the trenches so that
there can be a water supply to the gardens. Meanwhile, 30 families benefit from the food parcels that
are distributed on a monthly basis in the communities. The food parcel consists of mealie meal, cooking
oil, sugar and other basic goods.
An HIV and AIDS mobile clinic has been established in the parish. It is serviced by a retired nurse who
does weekly or monthly visits to patients. She helps patients with minor ailments and does referrals in
extreme cases. The nurse also examines and counsels HIV+ adults. The parish wishes to have a clinic
running everyday so that other illnesses are diagnosed early.
Ezulwini parish has a home based care project which is championed by Mothers’ Union (MU), and
they currently look after 10 patients. Patients are also provided with love packs which include: soap,
jik bleach, Vaseline, disposable napkin, gloves, beans and medication. The home based care unit also
does referrals of critically ill patients to nearby hospital.
In the quest to curb unemployment in the communities, Mothers’ Union in the parish run handwork
project. Women meet once a week to be taught sewing, knitting and cooking skills. The project generate
income by selling some of their products such as children clothing, pillow cases, aprons, knitted teddy
bears, jerseys, hats and socks.
Ezulwini care giving programme is just a drop in the bucket of many other development programmes
in the diocese of Swaziland.

Malaria, é a principal causa de morte em África,
e é responsável por cerca de 350 à 500 milhões de
casos clinicos , causando mais de 1 millhões de
mortes todos os anos. Em Moçambiqe, á Malária
é uma doença endemica e é resposável por
40% das consultas externas, 60% das consultas
de pediatria e 30% das mortes hospitalares,
totalizando um total de 6000 casos por ano.
Sendo a Malária uma doença endemic em
Moçambique, ela causa um eneorme peso para
a economica e familias moçambicanas. O risco
de infecção por Malária é maior durante a época
chuvosa, que ocorre de Dezembro à Abril. Com
o objectivo de aliviar o peso da malaria e suas
consequências no país, a HOPE Africa, ER- D (
Alívio Episcopal e Desenvolvimento) e a Diocese
dos Libombos estão a implementar o Programa
NetsforLife ( Redes Para a Vida) nas Comunidades
parte da Diocese dos Libombos.
O Programa NetsForLife, é um programa que
fornece Educação e consciêncializaçao acerca da
Malaria, sua transmissão, tratamento e prevenção.
O programa basea – se na distribuição de Redes
Mosquiteiras de longa Duração à comunidades
vulneráveis e rurais dando prioridade a mulheres
grávidas e crianças menores de 5 anos.
Desde Setembro de 2006 à Junho de 2008, o
programa distribuiu 49500 Redes Mosquiteiras
Tratadas em 20 comunidades. Este processo
beneficiou mais de 30 367 famílias. Para o
primeiro trimestre de 2009, o programa planeia
distribuir 33000 redes em 15 comunidades; com
esta distribuição, cerca de 50 000criaças com
idades compreendidas entre os 0 aos 5 anos,
serão protegidas contra as picadas do mosquito
transmissor da Malária.
O sucesso do programa de Prevenção da
Malariia é resultante de uma parceria inteligente
entre a Igreja, os lídres comunitários e as
autoriddes de saúde locais que puseram a lutam
contra malária comoprioridade número 1. É muito
encorajador notar o envolvimento do Clero e
dos líderes comunitários neste programa; sendo
que alguns deles trabalham como activistas
comunitários.
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A Tribute to Bishop David Beetge
Bishop David or the Finance Bishop as he was fondly called by the Hope Africa Staff was for us firstly; a person of great diplomacy
with a deep sense of vocation and service for God’s Church. He will be remembered for his wit and humour, especially at Provincial
meetings when it seemed that the sessions on finance would never end. +David and Carol’s home was always open to those of us
who travelled through Gauteng; their reputation as good hosts preceded them and it was always a great privilege to break bread in
their home, (sometimes with the dog) no matter how many hours you had spent at OR Tambo International.
Bishop David’s long list of achievements both within ACSA and the wider Anglican Communion are a testimony to his dedication, his
attention to detail, his listening ear and his commitment to include people from all walks of life in a conversation about who God is
and what God has empowered us to do as Church. +David’s spiritual life was obvious to all who met him and he will be remembered
for the many retreats and quiet days that he directed. As Dean of the Province, he spent a lot of time travelling around ACSA,
attending meetings; yet he always took time to check in on us and to inquire about the happenings in our lives.
At our strategic planning meeting at the beginning of 2008, he was the one who led us into the session on how we as the Church
with its many facets and ministries should be working together more cohesively with each other, with development partners and
within the ecumenical and interfaith community, so that we remain true to our calling as stewards of God’s creation. He outlined the
workings of the Province as only he could do it and was able to energize us for the new challenges and developments that we face
as the Development Department of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa.
+ David was a gentle giant – sometimes he needed to say and do difficult things, but he always concluded the conversation with the
words –“take care”. His bear hugs will be missed, especially during the sharing of the Peace Greeting.
Bishop David served the Anglican Church of Southern Africa well, he served God and God’s people well and as we salute him, we
say farewell but not good bye because, we, like Bishop David believe in the Creator who promises us Eternal Life.

Social Development Training

MDG Themed Calendar for 2009
January
MDG 2 – Achieve Universal Primary Education
• Commencement of School Academic Year
February
Learn more about the MDG’s
• How can one person make a difference?
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals
March
MDG 3 – Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
• 6th  - Women’s World Day of Prayer
• 8th – International Woman’s Day
April
MDG 6 – Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases
• 25th – World Malaria Day

HOPE Africa brought together 24 participants from the Dioceses across the Anglican Church of Southern
Africa (ACSA) in August 2008. The group consisted of clergy and lay people who are responsible for
Social Development in their respective dioceses. In attendance, there following dioceses were present:
Grahamstown, Mthatha, Swaziland, Mozambique, Port Elizabeth, St Mark The Evangelist, Pretoria, False Bay,
Saldhanha, George and Zululand. The group was trained in Community Facilitation, an accredited course,
offered by Siyakhula Trust which is a training and capacity building service provider.
This training was offered to the above mentioned dioceses in Johannesburg as part of the capacity building
programme being implemented by HOPE Africa in the quest to capacitate the Anglican Church to effectively
and efficiently respond to developmental challenges and the needs faced by majority of people in Southern
Africa.
Nomzamo Landingwe, Programme Manager at HOPE Africa, said this training is amongst some of the
capacity building programmes on the offer by HOPE Africa. Landingwe further said “HOPE Africa seeks to
bring the needed skills to the Social Development coordinators and fieldworkers who are at the grassroots
level in dealing with poverty eradication and other social ills”. The selected Dioceses for this programme
are amongst those that have a high number of people living in poverty, and they have set up responsive
programmes in dealing with the challenges of poverty and related issues.
Further more, HOPE Africa has a variety of programmes on the offer, namely Leadership, Youth Development,
and Knowledge and Information sharing. HOPE Africa hopes to realize ACSA’s vision on Social Development
through these programmes. Dioceses are invited to journey with HOPE Africa in the implementation of these
programmes. Thus far, more than 125 clergy and lay people have been trained on Understanding Poverty
and Development course which aims to provide an enabling leadership role that the Church should play in
development work. Our knowledge and information desk aims to facilitate dialogue in the form of seminars
and workshops on development issues in Southern Africa and beyond; while the youth desk seeks to assist
youth structures within ACSA to be strong, vibrant, vigilant, visible and vocal on Social Development and other
issues relevant to them.
It is HOPE Africa’s intention in the next four years to see the work of the church on Millennium Development
Goals (MDG’s) documented so that by 2015, we are able to produce evidence of what ACSA has been doing
towards reaching the goals. HOPE Africa received a mandate from Provincial Standing Committee to
implement a programme of action based on the MDGs in the Anglican Province of Southern Africa.

CONTACT US

May
MDG 8 – Develop a Global Partnership for Development
• 1st – Worker’s Day
June
“MDG 9”- Reduce Conflict Areas and Assist Refugees
• 20th – World Refugee Day
July
MDG 5 – Improve Maternal Health
• 11th – World Population Day
August
“MDG 10”- Protecting Children’s Rights and Preserving Young Lives
• 12th – International Youth Day
Month of Compassion
September
MDG 7 – Ensure Environmental Sustainability
• 16th – International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer
October
MDG 1 – Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger
• 16th – World Food Day
• 17th – International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
November
MDG 4 – Reduce Child Mortality
• 20th - Universal Children’s Day
December
MDG 6 – Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases
• 1st – World AIDS Day

Write to us at HOPE Africa, PO Box 830, CAPE TOWN, 8000 or Call us on +27 21 674 5111 or Fax +27 21 674 5110
| www.hopeafrica.org.za |
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